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Camas resident John Grall, 14, was selected as the keynote speaker at a black-tie fundraiser 


for the Boys & Girls Clubs of Portland Metorpolitan Area. “A Night of Angels” paid tribute to 


Linda Rae Hickey, Henry Swigert and Brot Bishop Jr. 


JoxN GRALI’s SPEECH FOR 
‘A Nicht oF ANGELS’ 
FUND-RAISER 


‘twas a cold rainy night when 

my mom said “grab an um- 

brella, we're going. some- 
* “al” st 


1 was hesitant to leave'my 
house to go out into the storm. As 
we walked, my mom shared with 
me the story of a mother’s loss of 
her three sons and how she chan- 
neled her grief and pain into a love 
and passion to build a place to keep 
all kids safe, and to develop them 
into productive and responsible 
adults. Where we went that night 
was a port in a storm, for me and 
hundreds of kids. That place is the 
a, Will and Rob Boys & Girls 


The Jack, Will and Rob Boys & 
Girls Club was built on a founda- 
tion of love and hope and will for- 
ever be touched with the spirit of 
children and a mother's love. 

My name is John Grall and I was 
6 years old the night my mom took 
my hand and we walked into that 
warm caring place. I am proud not 
oubrte 2 es member but also a vol- 

inteer Jack, Will and Rob 
Boys & Girls Club. 

Tam honored to be here tonight 
to celebrate three people who are 
living guardian angels of the chil- 
dren at the Jack, Will and Rob 
Club, Ms. Linda Hickey, Mr. Hank 
Swigert and Mr. Brot Bishop. It 
is because of their generosity, that 
T've had a safe place to call my own, 
my home away from home where I 

Sh cary friends, learned to 

: 4nd soccer, and now to 

Bive es 48 a mentor to those who 

most. Everyone in this 

rom has made that a reali for 
thousands of kids, ad 

* Music and education are 

Lge of the great things offered 

the Jack Will & Rob Club. The 


evening my mo; 
we Went ty m walked me there, 


8 years ald, I cou! 
a i 1 
i z rg this beautiful was made for 
My mom poi 
Bi Pointed out Mrs. 
bee the mother of the three 
he + and T went up and thanked 
ieee this amazing gift. I have 
T felt, 1, Botten that night, or how 
kas he the same way every kid 
wi they enter the JWR 
ina neem and shock, that 


still keep the Promise I made to 


See Speech, page B4 
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Bioweit Famiy PHOTO 
After Jack, Will and Rob Warren 
(pictured above) were killedina _ 
plane crash in 1999, their mother, 
Geri Pope Bidwell, led the effort 
to build a youth center in Camas 
named after them. 


A legacy of hope 


‘A Night of Angels’ honors the 


the Jack, Will & Rob 


By Daniewe Frost 
Post-Record Staff 


here is a line in the movie, 
“The Shawshank Redemp. 
tion,” where the main char- 
acter, Red, finds himself at a 
crossroads. As he is contem- 
Plating which path to take, 
he utters a profound, yet simple, sentence, 

“You can get bu 
may dying.” 

en Geri Pope Bidwell's t] 

Jack, Will and Rob Warren a killed 
in a tragic plane crash in 1999, she could 
have easily sank into a well of depression, 
fear and grief that only a parent who has 
re - child can possibly begin to compre- 


But she didn't. 
Instead, Bidwell decided to get busy 


sy living, or you can get 


living: She 
channelled 
her rage, loss 
and fear into 
a single-mind- 
determi- 
nation; and 
helped build a 
center in her 
s’ home- 
town that 
would honor 
them and pro- 
vide refuge 
to other chil- 
dren. In 2002, 
the Jack, Will 


People behind 
Boys and Gis Club 


endowment fund for the center in 2010. 

Linda Rae, Hank, and Brot have al- 
truistically given their lives for many 
years to help the children who need them 
most,” said Melissa Froman, director of 
resource development for Boys & Girls 
Clubs. “Their dedication and love for the 
community reflects in their philanthropic 
leadership and tireless work. Linda Rae, 
Hank and Brot have been advocates for 
the children and have extended their 
leadership to keep the operations of the 
Boys & Girls Club going strong in mem- 
ory of Jack, Will and Rob,” 


“We're going somewhere 
special” 

Grall has been a member of the JWR 
Center for several years. His first time 
there was a cold, rainy night in 2004, 
when his mom, Kelly, told him, “grab 
an umbrella, 
we're going 
somewhere 
special.” 

“I was hesi- 
tant to leave 
my house to 
go into the 
storm,” Grall 
said in his 
speech. “As we 
walked, my 
mom shared 
with me the 
story of a 
mother’s loss 
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and Rob Boys Avolunteer works with children in the game room at the sons and how 


& Girls Club, Jack, Will and Rob Boys & Girls Club. 


known as the 
JWR Center, 
opened in Camas. 

It was the result of a an extensive fund- 
raising effort, creativity of some of the 
area's top designers and architects, and 
the single-minded focus of a mother who 
wanted to leave a legacy of hope for other 
children. 

In a 2002 interview, Bidwell was quot- 
ed as saying, “Creating the Jack, Will and 
Rob Center gave me a course of action to 
take that’s helped me to carry on with the 
spirit of what my sons loved. It’s given me 
the ability to create something that the 
boys would have wished for other kids to 
have.” 

On Thursday, Camas resident and 
JWR Center member John Grall spoke 
at a black-tie fund-raiser for the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Portland Metropolitan 
Area. The ‘Night of Angels’ paid tribute 
to Linda Rae Hickey, Henry Swigert and 
Brot Bishop Jr., who played vital roles in 
the creation and continuation of the JWR 
Center. 

Hickey is the daughter of Camas phi- 
lanthropist, businessman and coach the 


late Ray Hickey. Bishop Jr. committed to be. 


raising $100,000 annually for the center. 
Swigert committed $1 million toward an 


she channeled 
her grief and 
pain into a love 
and passion to build a place to keep all 
kids safe, and to develop them into pro- 
ductive and responsible adults. Where we 
went that night was a port in a storm, for 
me and hundreds of kids.” 

That night, Grall saw an art exhibit, 
created by a young Camas girl. While 
there, he met Bidwell and thanked her 
for, “this amazing gift.” 

“It was the most beautiful place [d 
seen,” he said. “I have never forgotten 
that night, or how I felt.” 

During his speech at the fund-raiser 
Thursday, Grall surprised the crowd 
by telling them he had been saving up 
money for years from his paper route and 
baby-sitting to help donate to the center, 

“In the years to come, I plan to work 
hard and raise my earnings to continue 
to give to my Boys & Girls Club,” he said. 

The club's funding breakdown is one- 
third from the Boys & Girls Clubs, one- 
third from the Bidwell family, and one- 
third from the community. However, 
Grall has learned that the community's 
contribution is far below what it needs to 


See JWR Center, page B2 


A group of JWR Boys 
& Girls Club members 
listen to a volunteer 
explain a project in 
the art room. For 
many children, itis a 
safe haven to go to 
after school, 
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Aground breaking ceremony 
arevvorthe future Jack, Wil 
and Rob Youth Center was 
held in Camas in June 2001. 

The event was attended 


“The kids 
need the 
Jack, Will 
and Rob Boys 
& Girls Club, 
and I need 
the Boys & 
Girls Club.” 


— John Grall, 
CHS freshman 
and JWR Center 
volunteer 


